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the public, and venture without a guarantee, has now sorrowfully
announced that he is beaten, and cannot complete his series of
symphony concerts unless more stalls are subscribed for. And
Sir Charles Halle was abandoned at his first two concerts in a
way really discreditable to London amateurism. Hereupon Mr
Arthur Symons, in the Pall Mall Gazette, endeavors to sting
London into doing its musical duty by declaring that we can no
longer pretend to be a musical nation. As to that, it cannot be
said that symphony concerts have ever been much of a national
matter: so long as St James's Hall suffices for our needs in that
department, it is hardly worth discussing its fullness or emptiness
from the national point of view. But for the few of us who require
good music as part of our weekly subsistence, the cutting off of
our opportunities by no less than two concert series out of a total
of four is not to be borne without remonstrance. No doubt the
weather has been partly to blame: thick boots and a warm coat
buttoned up to the neighborhood of the chin are indispensable
in St James's Hall just now for people who wish to enjoy their
music without a castanet accompaniment from their own teeth;
and as the ordinary patron of the stalls is condemned by custom
to garnish himself with indoor fireside wear, he naturally shirks
his concerts unless the attraction is exceptionally strong. Still,
I do not see why the subscriptions should not be forthcoming,
whether the subscribers attend or not. Many very rich people
in London seem to me to suppose that they have nothing but
their own private whims to consult in the disposition of their
incomes. I demur to this, and contend that they are as much
bound to support orchestral concerts by their subscriptions as
they are to support hospitals. That they may dislike music and
never go to a concert when they can help it is clearly no more
to the point than that they dislike being ill, and would not go
to a hospital on any terms. If concerts of high-class music are
vitally necessary, as I believe they are, and if they cannot be
kept on foot without the support of the rich, why, the rich must
do their duty.

As a plebeian, I demand circenses, ifnotpanem, to that extent.
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